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CONFIDENTIAL SINGAPORE 3026 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, MARR, SN, UK 

SUBJECT: LEE KUAN YEW'S VISIT TO LONDON 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

1. DEPUTY U.K. HICOM WATTS PASSED ON TO CHARGE JULY 19 
FOLLOWING INFO AND COMMENTS ON PRIME MINISTER LEE’S 
RECENT VISIT TO LONDON: 

A. LEE HAD FINALLY ADVISED HMG OF GOS PREFERENCES IN EVENT 
OF UK DECISION TO CUT BACK FORCES. LEE HAD RECOMMENDED 
THAT IF AT ALL POSSIBLE UK RETAIN AIR AND NAVAL UNITS IN 
SINGAPORE, AND THAT IF DECISION HAD TO BE TAKEN TO WITHDRAW 
SOME FORCES IT WOULD BE BEST TO WITHDRAW ARMY BATTALION. 

B. LEE HAD GOTTEN ALONG WELL WITH PRIME MINISTER WILSON AND 
MINISTER OF DEFENSE MASON. BUT HAD IRRITATED MIDDLE LEVEL 
OFFICIALS BY STRESSING THAT WHEN UK HAD WITHDRAWN BULK OF ITS 
FORCES IN LATE SIXTIES, THEY HAD REMOVED SOME ITEMS WHICH 
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HAD PROPERLY BELONGED TO SINGAPORE. WATTS WAS NOT SPECIFIC, BUT 
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SAID ITEMS LEE MENTIONED WERE EXTREMELY MINOR, AND THAT MOD 
OFFICIALS WERE CONVINCED HE HAD HIS FACTS ALL WRONG. 

C. LEE INFORMED HMG THAT GOS WAS "UNDER PRESSURE" FROM THE 
SOVIETS TO ALLOW THE U.S.S.R. TO ESTABLISH AN ON-SHORE OIL 
STORAGE FACILITY IN SINGAPORE. 

D. LEE RETURNED FROM HIS VISIT QUITE DEPRESSED ABOUT THE 
POLITICAL SITUATION IN THE UK AND THE TOTAL LACK OF REAL INTEREST 
IN THE GOVERNMENT ABOUT SOUTHEAST ASIA. HE CONFIDED TO SOME OF 
HIS ASSOCIATES THAT UK WOULD BE IN A "PALSIED"CONDITION 

FOR AT LEAST ONE YEAR. 

2. WATTS SAID THERE NOW APPEARED TO BE AN INCREASING 
LIKELIHOOD THAT HMG WOULD POSTPONE ANY DECISION TO CUT 
BACK FORCES UNTIL AFTER THE ELECTION WHICH WOULD ALMOST 
CERTAINLY BE HELD IN THE FALL. 

GRANT 
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